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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment B filed 02/03/2004 to the 
original application filed 01/06/2000. 

2. Claims 1-24 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1, 9 and 17 are independent 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-2, 4-10, 12-18 and 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shell et al. (U.S. 6,339,780 - filed 05/1997) in view of Barker et aL (U.S. 
6,141,659 -filed 05/1998). 

As to independent claim 1, Shell discloses a method for displaying data on a display 
monitor under control of a computer (Abstract), comprising: 

- means for displaying in a page a first portion of the field of data and a graphical element 
indicating that there is a second portion of the field of data within a display area (the browser is 
configured to display a temporary graphic element 64 over content viewing area 56 during times 
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when the browser is loading content ...The temporary graphic element is preferably located in a 
corner of the content viewing area;col.4, lines 47'66/Abstract); 

- means for enabling the page to selectively present the first and second portions of the 
field of data in response to user input (rendering hypermedia content and of loading additional 
or alternative hypermedia content in response to a user 's selection of hyperlinks; col 4, lines 4- 
8). 

Shell, however, does not explicitly teach "retrieving one or more records matching a 
search criteria, wherein each record includes at least one field of data; and when a field of data 
includes a separator indicating that there are multiple values for the field." 

Barker teaches retrieving one or more records matching a search criteria, wherein each 
record includes at least one field of data (search records for data matching entered search 
criteria; Fig. 5 A & col 7, lines 1-17); and when a field of data includes a separator indicating that 
there are multiple values for the field {A list of data fields associated with records 'document 
types ' contained within each of the document; col 2, lines 21-36 & Fig. 4A). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Barker with Shell because it would have 
provided the capability for retrieving documents from multiple servers and effectively displaying 
the documents on the client computer having a limited display. 

As to dependent claim 2, Shell discloses the presenting the first and second portions of 
the field of data comprises displaying the first and second portions in response to the user input 
(col 4, lines 1-8). 
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As to dependent claim 4, Shell discloses the page is an HTML page (coL6, lines 9-12 & 
lines 51-54). 

As to dependent claim 5, Shell teaches selectively present the first and second portion of 
the field for the record in response to user input (coL4, lines 1-8). 

Shell, however, does not explicitly disclose "receiving a user request including search 
criteria; arid querying a database on the search criteria to access data records satisfying the search 
criteria, wherein each accessed data record includes the field of data, wherein there is a display 
area for each record, further comprising displaying in the display area for each record the at least 
first portion of the field of data fi'om each accessed data record. 

Barker discloses receiving a user request including search criteria; and querying a 
database on the search criteria to access data records satisfying the search criteria, wherein each 
accessed data record includes the field of data, wherein there is a display area for each record, 
further comprising displaying in the display area for each record the at least first portion of the 
field of data from each accessed data record (search records for data matching entered search 
criteria; Figs. 4 A & 5 A/ col 7, lines 1-1 7). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Barker with Shell because it would have 
provided the capability for retrieving and displaying documents from multiple servers. 

As to dependent claim 6, Shell discloses displaying the first portion in the display area 
comprises displaying a first value in the data field, and wherein presenting the first and second 
portions in response to user input comprise displaying all the values form the data field (col i, 
lines 44-63). 
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As to dependent claim 7, Shell discloses displaying at least one additional field of data 
in each display area for each accessed record (col 4, lines 1-8), 

As to dependent claim 8, Shell discloses the first and second portions are presented in 
response to user input indicating movement of a graphical pointer over the displayed graphical 
element (col 1, lines 53-63). 

Independent claim 9 is directed to a system for performing the method of claim 1 , and is 
similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

Dependent claims 10 & 12-16 include the same limitations as in claims 2 & 4-8, and are 
similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

Independent claim 17 is directed to an article of manufacture for implementing the 
niethdd of claim 1, and is similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

Dependent claims 18 & 20-24 include the same limitations as in claims 2 & 4-8, and are 
similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

4. Claims 3, 1 1 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shell 
et al. in view of Barker et al. as applied to claims 1, 9 and 17 above and further in view of 
Applicant Admitted Prior Art (APA). 

As to dependent claims 3, 11 and 19, the combination of Barker and Shell does not 
explicitly disclose "hover text". 

APA discloses hover text (use of hover text is display the entire content in a display area 
...to display all the content; specification, page 7). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of APA with Shell as modified by Barker because 
it would have provided the enhanced capability for efficiently displaying data on a limited size of 
a displaying area. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) rejection. 

Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

7. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maikhanh Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 306-0092. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H Feild can be reached on (703) 305-9792. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Maikhanh Nguyen 
February 26, 2004 
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